[Components of the classical complement pathway in systemic lupus erythematosus].
Measurements of complement components in sera from patients with systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) and some of their relatives indicated that decreased levels of CH50, C4 and C2 were mostly related to a genetic deficiency at one or both of the loci coding for C4, at least in those patients in whom decreased C4 levels were associated with normal C1 hemolytic activity. C4 deficiency is either isolated or associated with complement activation. In some patients with C4 deficiency, complement activation could only be demonstrated by measuring plasma level of the C3 cleavage fragment, C3a des Arg. Decreased concentration and/or hemolytic activity of C4 and C2 in SLE cannot be used to assess the activity of the disease.